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POLICE — DISTRICT RESTRUCTURE — DARLING RANGE 

451. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the restructuring of the WA police districts that were set out by the Commissioner of Police in April. Can 
the minister outline to the house the benefits the new model is delivering to Western Australians, particularly the 
people in Darling Range? How else is this government ensuring a greater level of community safety for the people 
of Darling Range? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Burns Beach for that question. As a former police officer in charge of a metropolitan police 
station, he knows what the former government did to policing in this state. The fact of the matter is that for more 
than 30 years, and probably 40 or 50 years or more, the metropolitan area had six or seven policing districts at 
various times. During a period in which the population of Perth more than doubled, we saw a fairly consistent 
approach to the number of policing districts. For whatever reason, the former government decided to break the 
metropolitan area into just four regions. That was a real disadvantage for people living in outlying areas such as 
Darling Range. Anywhere in that outer metropolitan area was significantly disadvantaged by a model that had four 
districts, when, needfully because of the greater population base closer to the city, that is where most of the police 
cars were most of the time. That is not all the previous government did. It took responding police officers away 
from frontline response duties, and divided some of them up into what they called local policing teams. Those 
officers were no longer available to respond. That put the officers responding to crime and calls for assistance 
under real pressure. 

The Commissioner of Police has done a review and he has now established eight districts. For the first time, 
Armadale has its own policing district, and Darling Range largely comes within that district. That will make a real 
difference for people. Previously, they were part of that huge area going from Cannington. It was probably the 
largest policing district of any metropolitan area in Australia, I expect, and it made it very difficult to respond. 
From July, they will have their own policing district based in Armadale. I note that there were repeated requests 
from not just the people of Armadale but also the people of Byford and the surrounding areas, to have a police 
station in Armadale that was open past four o’clock in the afternoon. They asked repeatedly for a 24-hour police 
station, but they were denied that by the former Liberal government. It was only when we came into government 
that we moved immediately to give, not just Armadale, but also the surrounding areas in Darling Range and the 
like, a 24-hour police station, so that they were in the same situation as Joondalup, Cannington or the central city, 
where people have access to 24-hour police stations. More than that, we are backing that up with a commitment 
to the new police and justice complex. As people will know, there is $79 million in the budget for that major 
policing and justice hub in Armadale to service Armadale and the surrounding areas, including parts of 
Darling Range. 

The Commissioner of Police has been moving gradually to bring more officers onto the front line, and we have 
already seen officers moving from the LPTs to the response teams. The new model will not be fully rolled out until 
July or August. Most of the new districts will be in place by mid-July, but specialist domestic violence teams are 
also going in that will be headed up by a sergeant, with six constables dedicated to tackling the scourge of domestic 
violence in our community. They will be operational, I am told, as of August. I note on that front that, post the 
Gordon report, the former Labor government put specialist domestic violence teams in place, but they were 
disbanded by the former government. We know these teams will make a difference, and we have to deal with this 
entrenched issue in our community. 

In the course of the last year, if we look at policing in the nine months in the financial year up until March this 
year, compared with the same period in the year before, we have seen significant advantages for the people of 
Darling Range. Crime has decreased by 9.2 per cent. To be quite specific, there were 3 306 reported crimes up 
until the end of March this financial year, compared with 3 641 crimes for the same period in 2016–17. That is 
335 fewer crimes. Crime is down in Byford by 13 per cent, in Kelmscott by 19 per cent, in Jarrahdale by 
31 per cent, and in Mundaring by 19 per cent. Some crimes have decreased by even larger margins. Burglary is 
down by 15 per cent, non-family threatening behaviour by 13 per cent, robbery by 35 per cent and property damage 
by 33 per cent. Some individual suburbs saw huge decreases in particular crimes. Burglary decreased in Byford 
by 23 per cent, in Kelmscott by 23 per cent, and there was a 57 per cent decrease in burglary in Roleystone. 
Assaults decreased in Kelmscott by 39 per cent, and motor vehicle theft decreased in Kelmscott by 21 per cent and 
in Byford by 26 per cent. These are the facts. In addition to that, we have put in place the meth border force. We 
are dealing with the methamphetamine scourge in our community. We do not support closing the Armadale Police 
Station at four in the afternoon, as the Liberal Party put in place, and we do not support having to have cars travel 
large distances to attend to crimes or calls for help in areas like Byford. 
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